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may not be his fault, for ruin sometimes falls as
suddenly as unavoidably upon a tradesmen, though
there be but very few incidents of that kind which
may not be accounted for in such manner as to
charge it upon his prudence.

Some cases may indeed happen, some disasters
may befall a tradesman, which it was not possible he
should foresee ; fire, floods of water, thieves, and
many such. In those cases the disaster is visible,
the plea is open, everybody allows it, the man can
have no blame.

But there are several other cases which may
happen to a tradesman, and by which he may be at
once reduced below his proper stock, and have no-
thing left to trade on but his credit, that is to say,
the estates of his creditors, and in which I question
whether it can be honest for any such man to con-
tinue trading ; for, first, to go on is making his cre-
ditors run an unjust hazard without their consent.
Indeed, if he discovers his condition to one or two
of them, who are men of capital stocks, and will
support him, they giving him leave to pay others
off, and go on at their risks, that alters the case;
or if he has a ready-money trade that will appa-
rently raise him again, and he runs no more
hazards, and shall run out no further ; in these
two cases, and I do not know another, he may with
honesty continue.

On the contrary, when he sees himself evidently
running out and declining, and has only a shift here
and* a shift there to lay hold on, as sinking men
generally do, and knows that unless something ex-
traordinary happen, which perhaps also is not pro-
bable, he must fall; for such a man to go on, and
trade in the ordinary way, notwithstanding losses
and hazards, in such a case, I affirm, he cannot act
the honest man, he cannot go on with justice to his